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When it is Over, it 1s Over
By Philip North

Many of us “older heads” will recall the brief movie
comedies of those young children known as “The Little Ras-
cals.” They were also known as “Our Gang.” These “shorts,”
as Hollywood called them back then, were aired in both the
movie theatres and on television. They are available on video
and DVD. The shows were filmed from the 1920’s through
the early 1940’s, much of which constituted the Depression
Years. They started out as silent films, (as sound was not yet
brought about), periodically showing a very small portion of
the dialogue in print on the screen. Later on, when sound
came onto the scene, the public was able to enjoy the funny
and zany words issuing from the mouths of those children. It
was truly a more simpler and innocent time, although living
was hard, especially when it came to surviving and supporting
a family. No doubt, many a young person of today has also
caught some or a lot of these shows.

Many a hearty and long, loud laugh was experienced
from the characters: Darla, Mary Ann, Janice, Alfalfa, Spanky,
Farina, Chubby, Buckwheat, Stymie, Porky, Mickey, Wheez-
er, and Jackie (Cooper), just to name a very few. These come-
dic shorts were clean, decent, and wholesome. I too enjoyed
this series of movies, as did my parents. These films are visi-
ble proof that those in the acting world do not have to be foul
and oft-colored in order to be funny. Of course, nearly all of
these “Rascals” are now deceased.

Upon watching a video containing the biography
(a.k.a. “bio”) on many of the children, one quote I will give
proceeded from the mouth of one of the actors, that being
George “Spanky” McFarland. Then being an older adult, he
said when interviewed about those comedy shorts, “As a kid, I
had everything I wanted. We had a good life, but when it was
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over, it was over.” Spanky too is now deceased.

When hearing these words, I could not help but think that this man’s statement is
all true of what makes up every part of the physical and materialistic world. All people
and things come to a complete and everlasting halt. Even if every single one of“The
Little Rascals” were still alive today, not any of them could step back in time and redo
so much as one small moment of those films, though perhaps a great many of them
would have liked to do so. These individuals would all look so different, for they would
not only be adults, they would also be very aged. Hence, all of these one time “children”
would be too old to act out the characters they portrayed many years back, considering a
lot of the physical activity shown in those episodes. What is more, the adults who
starred in these films with the “Our Gang” children (remember Miss Crabtree, one of
the lovely school teachers played by June Marlow? Oh yes! I admired her too!) would
be deceased. Truly, as Spanky declared of his years of child acting with his fellow
“Rascals,” “When it was over, it was over.”

In Ecclesiastes 1:4, King Solomon declared, “One generation passeth away, and
another generation cometh: but the earth abideth forever.” The first part of chapter 3:2
teaches us that there is “A time to be born, and a time to die;...” That little “dash” we
see between the year of someone’s birth and the year of someone’s death represents the
span of how short life is while residing on earth. Whether of natural or unnatural causes,
all people and things grow old and wear out. All people and things become history.
Therefore, all people and things become only memories. This cycle is constant with eve-
rything, not just humanity. It is birth, lifespan, death; birth, lifespan, death; etc. Too, the
length of life varies for each of us. Some live on the earth a long while, some a moder-
ate while, and some either barely get started, or else never really get started. This remark
of “you have your whole life ahead of you” has not applied, and does not apply today, to
all people. When the time arrives on this planet for each individual person, animal, fowl,
sea creature, and all vegetation to cease living, this will be forever. The phrase, “and
that’s final” would likewise apply here. When it is over, it is over!

Whatever we plan on doing while still alive, we need to do it ASAP, if at all pos-
sible. If what we wish to do will take awhile, all the more reason for getting started
now! Ecclesiastes 9:10 says, “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with all thy
might; for there is no work, no device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whith-
er thou goest.” You and I will not always have the same strength we presently have. In
the next life, all opportunities to do good, accomplish what we wish, make our lives
right with God, and correct any sins, will be gone eternally,. Both life and death are a
one way trip. All plans and amends will be too late to do, period! Countless, precious
souls have found that out the hard way, and many continue to do so. When it is over, it
is over!

Hebrews 9:27 says, “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this
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the judgment.” We live but only once. We physically die but only once. Not one single,
minute hint is mentioned in God’s holy Word concerning the doctrine of “reincarna-
tion.” We experience but one lifetime. One breath. One body. When it is over, it is over!

Sadly, then, such is also this way with everything and everyone whom we all
wish we could cling to, and thus, never let go. All is over that once was. Many people
are gone who once were. Untold numbers and friends have departed this physical life,
never to live on earth again. At times, we use the term of their having “gone on to their
final reward.” “The Little Rascals,” “Our Gang,” can never be revived. These adven-
tures can only be seen on film. Much of the scenery used in those comedy shorts stand
no more. Either new buildings have been erected in those places, or else the scenery and
buildings have been torn down, thus, only empty lots’ now being there. This is the con-
stant cycle of life, since sin came into the world back at the Creation in the Garden of
Eden (Genesis 3).

Now let us apply the first section of the above paragraph to you and me, along
with the present day world. All will be over one day that now is. All of us who are now
will one day no longer be. We will continue to see, as we have seen, many buildings and
places that will cease before our eyes. We have lost family and friends, and there are
family members and friends who will lose us. These things happen every second that
time stands. It is one consistent rollover and revolving door after another. There will be
no turning back. Death is “once and for all.” When it is over, it is over!

Unless God sees fit to end time before you and I pass from this life, we too will
pass from this life! Because of the killjoy nature of sin, we will all become part of that
cycle of life, as was the case with every living thing and event of bygone days. All that
was present becomes a memory, as will all persons who ever lived. Scenery. Objects.
Events. Celebrations. Shows. Concerts. Recreation. Employment. Marriage. Everything
in life and everyone’s life must be surrendered for good by either reason of age, or some
abnormal means.

Are we truly prepared to meet our Creator? After our death, what then for you
and me? I believe the words of the Apostle Peter will suffice in the ending of this article:
“But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night: in the which the heavens shall
pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat; the earth
also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. Seeing then that all these things
shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and
godliness. Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heav-
ens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? Nev-
ertheless, we according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein
dwelleth righteousness. Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be dili-
gent that we may be found of him in peace, without spot and blameless” (1 Peter 3:10-
14).
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Jamaica Patois Wisdom — Experience
By Jefferson David Tant

The Jamaican Patois dialect is colorful, unique, and humorous. It is my desire to
share some of the philosophy shown in this mix of colorful phrases that are witty as well
as thought-provoking. I hope the readers both profit and enjoy. In my quarter-century
plus of teaching there, I have come to appreciate some things about their culture.

Patois: New broom sweep clean but ole broom know di corners.

English: A new broom sweeps clean, but the old broom knows the corners.

Meaning: Do not disdain the wisdom and experience of those who are older.

“Never trust anyone over 30 years old.”

That idea was popular in the “hippie” era 40+ years ago. The idea was that the
“dropout” and “stoned” generation had all the good ideas. (Obviously, not the Biblical
kind of stoning, but “stoned” on marijuana.) I have wondered through the years who
they trust now that they are in their middle-aged and later years.

The American humorist Mark Twain said something about how ignorant he
thought his father was when Mark was a teenager, but he was amazed at how wise his
father became when Mark was some years older. So, who got smarter, the son or the fa-
ther? The answer is obvious.

The author of wisdom, our Creator, offered some words about our attitude to-
ward those who are older. “You shall rise up before the grayheaded and honor the aged,
and you shall revere your God; I am the LORD” (Leviticus 19:32). Family Bible Notes
commented on this verse: “Respect to the aged is a mark of wisdom, and essential to
virtue; a source of comfort, and a means of usefulness; an ornament to character, and a
passport to influence, reputation, and honor.”

There are various reasons why older people should be respected, and one is that
by reason of experience, learning, and time, we would expect them to have wisdom.
Job’s friend Elihu had this to say: "I am young in years and you are old; therefore I was
shy and afraid to tell you what I think. I thought age should speak, and increased years
should teach wisdom” (Job. 32:6-8).

Young preachers should consider this principle. I have seen young preachers
who refuse to consider the wisdom, knowledge, and experience of older men who have
spent years in the Lord’s service. Wise Solomon wrote the following words thousands
of years ago, and they are still wise words: “Hear, my son, and accept my sayings and
the years of your life will be many. I have directed you in the way of wisdom, I have led
you in upright paths” (Proverbs 4:10-11).

Paul encouraged young Timothy to “continue in the things you have learned and
become convinced of, knowing from whom you have learned them” (1l Timothy 3:14).
Obviously Timothy spent considerable time with Paul on their journeys, and the impli-
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cation is that Timothy learned much both from observing
Paul, and being taught by him. It would be a sign of arro-
gance for a young person to think there was nothing that
could be learned from someone older who has shown a
righteous life and respect for God’s Word.

Young people, male or female, show great wisdom
when they are willing to be taught by those whose years of
experience and gray hair have earned the right to be respect-
ed. That fact is true not just because it makes good sense,
but most of all because God said it! How often have young
people thought, “I should have listened to my parents.”
How many troubles could have been avoided if some young
preachers had been willing to listen to elders or older
preachers?

“New broom sweep clean but ole broom know di
corners.”

Running Away and Running To
By Perry Hall

James 4:7-8 is taking on a more powerful meaning to me. Here's the text:

"Therefore, submit to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near
to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, sinners, and purify your
geggtg )you double-minded" (James 4:7- REVERENDFUN. com COPYRIGHT BIBLE omwzw

Why would the devil flee when
we submit to God? First, let's define
"flee:" "To flee away, seek safety by
flight" (Thayer). So Satan runs away
from danger! What danger is there?

Submitting to God (James 4:7) is
drawing near to God, which leads to :
God drawing near to us. Satan runs
away from us because he is running
away from God!

If we want to be on God's side, if

we want to scare Satan away, we need to V6262015
run to God for safety. Then Satan will NOAH KNEW THERE WOULDNT BE ANOTHER

FLOOD, YET HIS ARK REFLEX REMAINED
run away from both us and God. HEIGHTENED FOR YEARS TO COME
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